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Our Power is a voluntary organization, partnered with the Toronto Renewable Energy Co-op (TREC) whose mission is to promote and facilitate community-based sustainable energy projects.  





Our Power provides resources, support and information to community groups based on the growing body of experience and expertise developed through the range of community solar initiatives undertaken by its affiliated groups.  


Riverdale Initiative for Solar Energy (RISE),


West Toronto Initiative for Solar Energy (WISE) 


Downtown West Solar energy Project (DWSEP)


Guelph Solar Project (GRASP)  


Valley Initiative for Solar Energy (VISE) 


Groups active in Our Power have been responsible for the installation of 71 PV systems, 112 KW of installed capacity and 76 Solar Hot Water systems in Toronto in the last two years. Our Power was a key initiator, together with OSEA and TREC, of the Toronto Solar Roundtable where it collaborates with a number of GTA based organizations and officials from the Ontario Sustainable Energy Association (OSEA), the City of Toronto, Toronto Hydro and the Toronto Atmospheric Fund.





Our Power provides websites for its affiliated organizations -- � HYPERLINK "http://ourpower.ca/" ��Ourpower.ca� -- and has developed an extensive, detailed set of resources documenting the community buying group model which it makes available to assist groups to develop their own solar initiatives.  Our Power also provides email and phone consulting, if required, with community leaders as they develop their projects. 





Currently Our Power is a member of the Advisory Committee for the Toronto Solar Neighbourhood Initiative, is working to support the Valley Initiative for Solar Energy, is providing advice to the Halton





Environmental Network as they develop their solar initiative and provided advice to the Community Renewable Energy Waterloo Solar Initiative and the Guelph Solar Project that recently announced vendors for their projects.





Materials and expertise is available on:





Roles and process for developing a solar buying group based on the experience of member groups affiliated with Our Power


Community-based Social Marketing ideas


Request for Proposal (RFP) documents


Information on Bid evaluation strategies and assistance with contacting expert advice


PowerPoint Presentation on lessons learned based on the DWSEP, WISE and RISE experience


Ideas for agendas and organizing a public meeting around a Solar Information Fair theme


Website hosting with simple update templates for self managing content and access to on-line sign up tools, database and education resources 


Information on current system pricing, project implementation challenges and key solar industry organizations in Ontario


Advice on contact management strategies and vendor relations


Access to evaluation materials and strategies





Contact us





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:ken.traynor@gmail.com" ��ken.traynor@gmail.com� 


Phone:  416-654-7362


Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://ourpower.ca" ��http://ourpower.ca�
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Help to Get Your Own Solar Initiative Started


http://ourpower.ca








